
Page 16 

Valuing diversity means accepting and respecting di�erences of all people within the Stroudsburg Area School District.  We do not 
simply tolerate others ... we accept and respect the individual customs, thoughts, religion, race, language, ethnicity, way of 
communication, values and traditions.  �is acceptance and respect for others leads to cultural competence.
Cultural competence is a lifelong learning process for all people. At Stroudsburg we believe that the life long journey begins here.
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�The Pride of the Poconos�

	 1.	 All people have value and worth.
	 2.	 The understanding and appreciation of diversity enriches the community.
	 3 	 All people will be provided with the opportunity to reach their potential and recognize their own
		  self worth and the worth of others.
	 4.	 All people learn at different rates and in different ways.
	 5	 All people are encouraged to become lifelong learners.
	 6.	 Education is a collaborative responsibility requiring a partnership with the community.
	 7.	 Education demands a safe, nurturing environment that appreciates the unique qualities of all.
	 8.	 Education demands up-to-date facilities, emerging technologies, and challenging programs.
	 9.	 Education provides the foundation to prepare students to participate in a global society.
	 10.	 Education should develop the student’s ability to make informed decisions and recognize the
		  consequences of those decisions.
	 11.	 Excellence is achievable and worth the investment.

Stroudsburg Area School District Mission Statement: The Stroudsburg Area School District, an increasingly diverse
community, will provide a safe and supportive environment in which all students receive a quality education designed to 
promote lifelong learning and success in an ever-changing global society.

STROUDSBURG AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT BELIEF STATEMENTS

www.stroudsburgsd.org

The Stroudsburg Area School District, an equal opportunity employer, will not discriminate in employment, 
educational programs or activities, based on race, sex, handicap, or because a person is a disabled Veteran 
or Veteran of the Vietnam Era. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected clas-
sifications. Publication of this policy is in accordance with State and Federal Laws including Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Title VI and 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. We further affirm that all curriculum offerings and student enrollment 
practices will be handled without discrimination based on sex, race, religion, national origin, or non-job 
related handicaps or disabilities. Inquiries are to be directed to the Assistant Superintendent for Personnel 

SUPERINTENDENT�S PERSPECTIVE
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As the school year begins to wind down and we move very rapidly toward the summer, I will try to evaluate 
and share some of my thoughts about the short time I have spent as the leader of this district.  We recently 
found ourselves in the midst of a rather large decision having to do with whether or not we should renovate 
the high school or build a new school on another plot of land.  

 
As the debate began to unfold I had the fortunate perspective of watching and evaluating from the “inside” 
as I had all of the details that were being presented.  Furthermore, this “debate” seemed to take on a life of its 
own and in the end was decided by a narrow margin and more importantly through some great research on 
both sides.  Perhaps most important from a position of leadership was the actual process, as I believe that the 
entire Stroudsburg Area School District should be extremely proud of how each and every member of this 
Board of Education handled themselves during what proved to be a very difficult time.  

 
Board members, new and seasoned, took time to research both sides of this issue to make an informed 
decision.  I believe as the Superintendent of this school district that the conduct of each and every Board 
member was exemplary.  Additionally, I believe that there is no more important task on hand than for Board 
members to review information provided to them and be able to reflect upon the long term ramifications 
and ultimately make a decision in a manner that is conducive to good leadership!  Ladies and Gentlemen, I 
am here to tell you that although there were differing sides to this issue, the Board is 100% behind the final 
decision and I for one am looking forward to working with this group of individuals in all of our upcoming 
matters affecting this district.  

 
This most recent decision and more importantly the process which the Board utilized to reach this decision 
is a very strong indicator as to the direction this district is headed.  In being able to reflect upon the matters 
of the last several months, it only strengthens my conviction for choosing to come to Stroudsburg as the 
Superintendent.  I believe that we are on the verge of becoming something wonderful and I believe that this 
Board of Education has the qualities and fortitude to want nothing less!  

 
I will continue to review, evaluate and implement programmatic changes and adjustments that I believe 
are necessary to continue to move this district on the path to excellence.  It has been my privilege to have 
the opportunity to lead this district during the 2007/2008 school year and I look forward to many more 
productive years.   

										          Dr. John A. Toleno

										          Superintendent
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ARLINGTON ARTICLES  

Kindergarten Visits the Sugar Bush! 
 
	 On March 7, 2008, the Kindergarten classes 
at Arlington went on an exciting adventure to the 
Meesing Center!  The cool, crisp March weather was the 
perfect setting for making maple syrup.  The students 
were taken through four informative stations where 
they learned about both past and present uses for the 
sap from maple trees.  We heard the legend of how 
the first maple syrup was made by Native Americans.  
The students learned how the Pioneers were helped by 
the Native Americans.  We also discovered that maple 
trees are identifiable by their distinguishing branches.  
The students were shown the entire process of maple 
sugaring; from tapping the tree, to boiling the sap, and 
finally seeing a bottle of the finished product!   
 
	 Prior to going on the trip, each classroom 
collected money to sponsor a maple tree.  We had a map 
to follow, showing us the location of our tree, and we 
were able to tap our tree and taste the sweet, delicious 
sap!  It was wonderful to see how proud the students 
were as the guide explained how much our donations 
had helped their center.  The fun did not end there!  
Each class was given a bottle of pure maple syrup to take 
back to school.  We enjoyed topping our pancakes and 
ice cream with the scrumptious treat!  We also would 
like to thank our generous PTA whose continuous effort 
and hard work make it possible for kindergarten to 
experience this type of hands-on learning.

 
Arlington Second Grade goes �Nuts�

	 Arlington’s second grade went “nuts” this May 
with their annual Spring Musical called “NUTS!” There 
were acorns, walnuts, birds, forest creatures, and even 
rapping squirrels! The musical was about the circle of life 
and featured songs about the different stages of a tree’s 
life.  Students auditioned for their speaking roles and 
solos; parts were posted by the music room door “just 
like the high school musical!” Music and choreography 
were practiced in music class throughout the spring 
semester and students put lots of time into practicing at 
home too. 

Their hard work paid off in the end as students put on a 
great show.  Friends, and family and teachers were very 
proud of the students. 
 
Miss Thomas had lots of help from Mrs. Baughman 
(the cast members made their costumes in art class), 
the second grade teachers, Mr. Stucker, the PTA, Mrs. 
Walter and Mrs. Hall and many more. Special thanks to 
Mr. Dublis for providing the musical accompaniment to 
the musical.

 
PSEA sponsored Assembly  
AM 640 Radio Disney plays at Arlington

Arlington students celebrated the excitement of reading 
with a lively program presented by AM 640 Radio 
Disney personalities on May 6th.   The entertainers 
spoke about the importance of reading and involved the 
students in the rewriting of familiar nursery rhymes and 
the creation of silly stories.  The energetic presentation 
encouraged students to clap, rap, dance and cheer, to 
show their love of reading.   Students also answered 
trivia questions about books and were awarded prizes for 
correct responses. 
 
The event was sponsored by PSEA (Pennsylvania State 
Education Association) as part of a major literacy 
initiative. 
 
Mrs. Beverly Bradley was also on hand to talk to the 
audience about Cops ‘n’ Kids, a children’s literacy 
program that collects and then distributes books to 
thousands of children in need.  Over 100,000 books 
have been distributed so far!!  Mrs. Bradley concluded 
the assembly program by having the children join her in 
a pledge to read every single day.  Arlington students are 
committed to becoming the best readers they can be!

CLEARVIEW CLIPS

The Clearview office has been very busy registering 
kindergarten students for the 2008/2009 school year.  
Screenings were held in late April and a Bus and student/
parent Orientation will be held in August.  By the way, if 
you have, or know of a child who will be 5 on or before 
September 1, 2008, please call your school office to set 
up an appointment!  

February brought Parent/Teacher conferences and a 
trip to Meesing for Sugar-bushing for the Kindergarten 
classes.  February also brought Valentine’s Day and the 
one hundredth day of school. Students and staff marked 
this day by comparing one hundred each of different 
items, taking one hundred steps, counting, and wearing 
silly glasses and hats.  
 
The first week of March brought a bus evacuation drill. 
Aided by our custodian, Mr. Vulcano, students exited 
the rear of the bus to practice what they should do if an 
emergency arises. Everything went well during the drill, 
the students did a great job and the rain even held off 
until it was over!  A weather drill was also held in order 
to prepare students for a weather emergency. We are very 
proud of our students’ behavior during these drills. 
 
In mid-March Lifetouch came to Clearview to take 
group photos of classes. Students were given the option 
of ordering a class picture and/or a Clearview pennant. 
What a great reminder of happy days, teachers, and 
friends from Clearview! 
 
Dr Seuss’ birthday was on March 2nd, and Clearview 
classes celebrated by reading his stories to other classes, 
making hats, and viewing a Clearview Dr. Seuss movie 
that students helped to make – with the aid of Miss 
Evasic, our Art Teacher, and Mr. Angstadt, our Music 
Teacher!  The students wrote the music, created the 
characters, did the acting, and art work. It was great 
fun! With the PTA’s help, R I F was held, and students 
were allowed to choose a book to take home. ‘Seussy’ 
announcements were read each morning, with several 
students reading a different Dr. Seuss story each day. 
Everyone in the school was given the opportunity to 
purchase a ‘Read Across America’ t-shirt to wear on 
February 29th and/or March 3rd. We had a great week 
‘Reading Across Clearview’.  
 
The annual PTA Student Talent Show was held on 
Friday, March 14th. We are always pleasantly surprised 
at the number of talented students and staff members 
we have at Clearview. It’s a guaranteed good time for 
everyone!   
 
The second grade classes visited ‘Lost River Caverns’ 
as part of the Underground unit and to learn more 
about caves, stalagmites, and stalactites. They also 

made shadow boxes to illustrate the difference between 
the two.  In April they went to Allentown to see a 
production of ‘Charlotte’s Web’ and took turns visiting 
Meesing Nature Center.  
 
‘What’s It All About Day’ was held on April 30th.  Mrs. 
Pohl did a great job organizing this exciting day.  Many 
volunteers came in to share hobbies, travel memories, 
and/or jobs with students.  We had a pizza maker, 
chocolate maker, pottery studio owners, dancers, a 
magician, and a financial planner, to name a few. 
Students and staff alike enjoy meeting the presenters and 
learning about options available for lifelong jobs and 
or/hobbies. 
 
Clearview PTA News - - 

The Clearview PTA has been busy continuing their 
mission of making a difference this year.  During the 
winter months, Clearview students held a coat drive 
where they collected 64 coats to be donated to the 
United Way.  In February, the students were asked to 
donate books to be included in a basket for the YMCA’s 
Tricky Tray to benefit the Strong Kids Campaign.  In 
March, the students brought crayons and coloring books 
to the Talent Show which were donated to Pocono 
Medical Center’s Pediatric Unit. 
 
Student and their families also had the opportunity to 
attend Family Fun and Fitness Night, sponsored by 
the PTA, coordinated by Miss Mitstifer, our Phys Ed 
teacher, and aided by ESU students.  Families played and 
exercised together, promoting fitness and supporting the 
district Wellness Policy. AND…they had fun doing it! 
A Book Fair was sponsored by the PTA in conjunction 
with Family Reading Night, which was held in April. 
Students wrote and illustrated their own book, read with 
their families, and enjoyed Rita’s Ice as a special treat.  
 
The children were treated to three assemblies in 2008 
– The Franklin Institute Weather Assembly, A Character 
Building Assembly, and a Laser Light Show.   
 
The PTA will complete their playground project 
this Spring with the installation of the bricks which 
were donated by Clearview and community families, 
businesses, and individuals.  
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	 An opportunity for students and parents to 
show school pride was created by the introduction of 
the PTO’s School Spirit sales. Items may be purchased 
at various events throughout the year. Students may 
purchase magnets, bracelets, t-shirts, water bottles 
and other items depicting their pride in the Hamilton 
Elementary School. 
 
	 The Hamilton Elementary is striving to raise 
enough money to purchase a playground for students. 
Community support is needed to raise enough money 
to allow our students a safe and nurturing environment 
to play outside. All ideas and donations to this cause are 
welcome. For more information please contact the PTO. 
 
	 As always our PTO is collecting BoxTops for 
education. We also encourage family members to place 
their online purchases through www.boxtops.com. 
Just a few clicks extra in making a purchase will raise a 
considerable amount of money for our school. 
 
	 Our school had a very successful night of yoga 
and dance this past semester.  We hope to do more of 
these nights during the next school year. 
 
	 We had three successful fundraisers this semester 
which were Pasta Fundraiser, Gertrude Hawk, and a 
Tricky Tray.  Thank you to all who supported our school.   
 
	 Jump Rope For Heart was held May 9th in 
conjunction with a memorial fund for Coach Effross. 
Thank you for your help in sponsoring our dedicated 
students to jump their way into raising money for great 
causes. 
 
	 Mark your calendars for our annual end of the 
year event, Hamilton Day which is Thursday, June 5 
starting at 5 pm.

   
 

MOREY MOMENTS

Holiday Caring

Morey got some special help this holiday season with our 
Secret Santa Program.  The Stroudsburg Kohl’s sent us 
their tireless A-Team volunteers to help wrap and deliver 
holiday presents.  Kohl’s also donated $500 which 
enabled us to double the number of needy families we 
were able to help out.  In addition to Kohl’s, Morey 
would also like to thank Mr. Z’s, Target and ShopRite 
for their generous donations to our Secret Santa 
Program. 
 
Reading with a Purpose

This January, the Morey students participated in a 
motivational program that encourages students to take 
an active role in their community by reading in order 
to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  This 
program provided an opportunity for the students, 
parents, and community to work together to support 
reading and character education. 
 
Following a kick-off assembly describing the disease 
and the program to students, students got sponsors who 
pledged a monetary donation for each book read.  The 
students had four weeks to read.  Prizes and awards were 
given to students who reached particular standards, 
including most books read, most sponsors obtained, 
and most money raised.  This year, Morey School raised 
over $3,300.00 for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  This 
money goes to fund research into the cause and cure 
of MS as well as providing counseling, equipment, and 
home health services for over 11,000 local people with 
MS.  We are very proud of our caring citizens here at 
Morey School. 
 
A Broader Perspective

This winter we had a special visit from Kenya, Africa.  
Beldina Opiyo came to America to visit her sister who 
lives in Delaware Water Gap.  While she was here, she 
paid a visit to our school and taught our students about 
the stark contrast between our daily lives and that of her 
people.

Our students learned that many African children wake 
up at 5:00am to get water from the river for washing 
and drinking.  Then they have to go back out to gather 
firewood.  The children walk to their school which is 
over a mile away (most with no shoes on)…and they 
still haven’t had any breakfast!  Students in Kenya go to 

The Clearview PTA has been busy planning for their 
annual carnival, this year to be held on May 16th 
from 4:30-7:30.  This year there will be four inflatable 
activities including a moon bounce, climbing wall, 
obstacle course and dual lane slide; an inflatable five 
sport game arena, hayrides, a DJ, food, tricky tray and 
so much more!  This much anticipated event is always 
a huge success! All are invited to attend and enjoy 
the culmination of another school year at Clearview 
Elementary School.

HAMILTON HAPPENINGS

Arbor Day Celebration

On April 25, the Stroudsburg Garden Club presented 
the 2008 Hamilton kindergarten students with their 
very own Redbud tree.  As a part of the planting 
ceremony, Mrs. Evelyn Smith, chair of the Arbor Day 
committee, Mrs. Caryl Rosenberger, president of the 
Garden Club, along with Garden Club members Mrs. 
Susan Kovarick, Mrs. Ann Koppenhefer, and Mrs. 
Shirley Young read “Trees” by Joyce Kilmer and another 
poem for the children.  The children sang a rap and 
an Earth Day song to commemorate the gift.  The 
kindergarten students just completed a year long study 
of trees as one of their science FOSS units.  We thank 
the Stroudsburg Garden Club for our lovely tree.  It will 
grace the front of our school for years to come and the 
children will observe and care for their tree always.

 
 
Kudos to Our Second Grade �Singing Stars�

On Thursday, April 24, the Hamilton second grade 
students transformed themselves into an army of 
insects!  For their end of year choral program, “Bugz”, 
the children entertained parents and staff with a medley 
of songs about army ants, fireflies, and lady bugs that 
invite themselves to a picnic.  They were truly a singing 
sensation!   
 

Read-A-Thon   

This year the first and second grade students raised 
almost $5000.00 to benefit the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society.  To raise the money, the children read books 
at home.  Several students read 50 books in a four 
week period!  This program was a part of our kindness 
homework

A Visit to the Pond at Meesing Nature Center

Second grade students visited the Nature Center as a 
culminating experience for their environmental unit.  
While there, students completed two activities.  First, 
they learned about camouflage used by animals in the 
forest.  They experienced how animals use color to 
remain safe in their environment.  Next, they collected 
“creatures” from the pond.  They were very fortunate to 
find some unusual ones, including a giant water bug, a 
water scorpion, a dragonfly, newts, and frogs.    
 
Teachers� Book Club

As a part of their ongoing professional development, 
Hamilton teachers and staff read The Art of Teaching 
Reading by Lucy McCormick Calkins. From their 
reading and discussion, they created several focused 
lessons for children in the entire school.  To help 
children see that reading is a part of everyday life, the 
staff shared their reading lives with all of the classrooms.  
For example, our Librarian, Mrs. Bull brought in several 
menus to share how important it is to read so that we 
can order food that we like!  Mrs. Rimm, our school 
nurse, brought in reading material about football and 
her favorite mysteries. Who would have ever thought 
our nurse loved football!  Mrs. Bradley, the principal, 
brought in pamphlets about a car that she was looking 
to purchase.  Classroom teachers showed their favorite 
cookbooks, magazines, directions for electronic items 
and cold medicine and many other items that we must 
read in order to be safe and happy in our daily lives.  The 
children learned a great deal about the ways that reading 
is integrated into everyday lives. 
 
 
HAMILTON PTO NEWS

	 The Hamilton PTO has tried something new 
this year by alternating meeting times to accommodate 
more parent schedules beginning this fall. Meeting times 
now alternate between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on the 
first Tuesday of each month. This time change has been 
successful in allowing for more parent participation and 
involvement. 




